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John Ruskin Graham was born in Boston on February 13, 1909. He attended Roxbury Latin 
School, where he graduated Phi Beta Kappa and summa cum laude. After graduation from 
Harvard Medical School, he trained in internal medicine at Massachusetts General Hospital. 
At MGH, Dr. Graham worked in a new outpatient headache service, then traveled to New 
York City to spend a year performing research with Harold Wolff. He returned to MGH but 
soon was called to active duty as a major in the Army Medical Corps.  
 
In 1950 Dr. Graham became Chief of Medicine at Faulkner Hospital, a post he held until 1974. 
He continued to see patients. With money from a grateful patient, he established the 
Headache Research Foundation and organized Headache Associates, a consortium of 
physicians who were interested in providing clinical care to headache patients. Records of 
their case conferences were often published in the journal of this Society.  
 
In 1976 the Patient Care Division of the Headache Research Foundation was formed, 
succeeded in 1987 by a dedicated headache clinic. Named in honor of Dr. Graham, the John R. 
Graham Headache Centre at Faulkner Hospital has been in continuous operation since. Over 
the years, Dr. Graham and his colleagues at the Center were involved in many important 
developments in the developing field of headache medicine. 1 
 
In 2002, The John R. Graham Headache Collection of monographs was presented to the 
Ingersoll Bowditch Medical Library.  The Collection was catalogued in 2008. 

 
 

Adler, Charles S.  Psychiatric aspects of Headache     WL 342 P974 1987 

Appenzeller, Otto. Pathogenesis and Treatment of Headache   WL 342 P295 1976 

Carroll, J. D.  Migraine and Beta-Blockade      WL 344 M6353 1984 

Conti, Ario. Neuroimmunomodulation       WL 102 N4945655 2000 

                                                 

I 

1 John R. Graham and the Graham Headache Center: Pioneers in Headache Medicine. Elizabeth Loder, MD, MPH, Dhirendra Bana, 
MD, Paul Rizzoli, MD and Carly Lavigne, MD.   This poster reviews the accomplishments of Dr. John Graham and the history of the 
headache center that bears his name. We reviewed Dr. Graham’s writings, performed a computer search, and spoke with his 
colleagues and friends to compile this record.  
 



II 

Crawley, Jacqueline N.  Neuropeptides      WL 104 N4942227 1996 

Duncan, I. D.  Myelination and Dysmyelination     WL 102.5 M9965 1989 

Ekbom, Karl.  Studies on Cluster Headache      WL 342 E37s 1970 

Fabricant, Noah D.  Headaches       WL 342 F126h 1949 

Friedman, Arnold P.  Headache, Diagnosis and Treatment    WL 342 F911h 1959 

Friedman, Arnold P.  Modern Headache Therapy     WL 342 F911m 1951 

Friedman, Arnold P.  Research and Clinical Studies in Headaches   WL 342 F911r 1967 

Kalivas, Peter W.,   The Mesocorticolimbic Dopamine System   WK 725 M582 1987 

Kudrow, Lee.  Cluster headache: Mechanisms and Management   WL 342 K95c 1980 

Lester, David S.  Imaging Brain Structure and Function     WL 101 I31 1997 

Leyton, Nevil.  Migraine and Periodic Headache     WL 344 L685m 1954 

MacNeal, Perry S.  Management of the Patient with Headache   WL 342 M169m 1957 

Martin, Graeme R.  Advances in Serotonin Receptor Research   WL 102.8 A2445 1998 

Maxwell, Harold.  Migraine: Background and Treatment    WL 344 M465m 1966 

McCann, S. M.  Neuroimmunomodulation      WL 102 N494565 1998 

Nappi, G.  Headache: Diagnostic System and Taxonomic Criteria   WL 342 N217h 1985 

North, William G.  The Neurohypophysis     WK 520 N4944 1992 

Olesen, Jes.  5-Hydroxytryptamine Mechanisms in Primary Headache WL 342 Z999 1992 

Olesen, Jes.  Headache Pathogenesis       WL 342 H4319 1997 

Olesen, Jes.  Headache Treatment        WL 342 H43285 1997 

Olesen, Jes.  Migraine and Other Headaches: The Vascular Mechanisms  WL 344 M6356 1991 

Olesen, Jes.  Tension-Type Headache      WL 342 T312 1993 

Ostfeld, Adrian M.  The Common Headache Syndromes   WL 342 O85c 1962 

Raine, Cedric S.  Advances in Neuroimmunology     WL 100 A2439 1987 

Raskin, Neil H.  Headache         WL 342 R225h 1980 

Riu, Pere J.  Electrical Bioimpedance Methods      QT 34 E328 1999 

Robbins, Lawrence D.  Headache Help      WL 342 R628h 2000 

Robbins, Lawrence D.  Management of Headache and Headache Drugs WL 342 R634m 2000 

Rose, F. Clifford.  Migraine: The Facts       WL 344 R795m 1979 

Sacks, Oliver W.  Migraine: The Evolution of a Common Disorder  WL 344 S121m 1970 

Sandler, Merton.  Migraine, A Spectrum of Ideas     WL 344 M63527 1990 

Saper, Joel R.  Headache Disorders       WL 342 S241h 1983 

Saunte, Carsten.  Cluster Headache Syndrome     WL 342 S257c 1984 

Selby, George.  Migraine and its Variants      WL 344 S464m 1983 
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Sicuteri, F.  Headache, New Vistas       WL 342 H431532 1976 

Sorbi, Marjolijn.  Psychological Intervention in Migraine    WL 344 S713p 1988 

Spierings, Egiluis L. H.  The Pathophysiology of the Migraine Attack  WL 344 S755p 1980 

Strand, Fleur L.  Blood-Brain Transfer       QH 301 C714 1986 

Tachâe, Yvette.  Calcitonin Gene-Related Peptide    WL 104 C144 1992 

Temporomandibular Disorders: Guidelines for Classification   WU 140 A513t 1993 

Tollison, C. David. Headache : Diagnosis and Treatment    WL 342 H43177 1993 

Trembly, Bruce.  Neuroprotective Agents: 4th International Conference  WL 355 N4946 1999 

Van Pelt, S. J.  Hypnotic Suggestion      WM 415 V217h 1956 

Vasoactive Substances Relevant to Migraine      WL 344 A512v 1973 

Waters, W. E.  Headache         WL 342 W331h 1986 

Wolff, Harold G.  Wolff's Headache and Other Head Pain   WL 342 W856 1993 

Wolstenholme, G. E. W.  Histamine       QV 157 H673 1956 

Wurtman, Richard J.  The Medical and Biological Effects of Light   QT 162 L5 M489 1984 

Young, Victor A.  Migraine Prevention        WL 344 Y78m 1978 


